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Thirty‐three Maple Heights students compet‐
ed on Des na on Imagina on teams this year.
DesƟnaƟon ImaginaƟon is a fun, hands‐on com‐
pe on that encourages crea vity, courage and
curiosity through open‐ended academic challeng‐
es. Par cipants learn pa ence, flexibility, persis‐
tence, ethics, respect for others and their ideas,
and the collabora ve problem solving process.
Keller and Ms. Hamm with the 4th grade
Maple teams showcased their solu ons at the Ms.
improv team that placed 1st and advance to
regional tournament at Beachwood High School the State Tournament.
in March. Students spent months preparing for
the compe on by mee ng a er school with their managers.
The 6th grade service learning team and the 5th grade fine arts team both
placed third in their categories. The 4th grade improv team placed first in ele‐
mentary improv and will compete at the State Des na on Imagina on tourna‐
ment in Mt. Vernon, Ohio in April.
Special thanks to DI parents who supported the team as they prepared and
then the day of the compe on. Thanks to Maple Heights challenge appraisers
Mary McDermoƩ, Eboni Mikel, Donna Sommer and Danna Tenorio who repre‐
sented our teams as judges.
The first Maple Heights Des ‐
na on Imagina on team com‐
peted in 2014. Every one of the
students who were on that first
team competed again this year.
Members of the 2014 team at the 2017 compe on.
Students (l‐r): Des ny Green, Ashyra Barne , Chris an
Edge, Johntez Crawford, Rachel Wagner, Clint Hall.

For more information, visit our website at mapleschools.com or call 216.587.6100.

In this edi‐
on of Commu‐
nity
Connec‐
ons, we are
pleased to high‐
light some of
the outstanding
accomplishments of our staﬀ
and students this year, the ex‐
ci ng work started through our
three pillars to live out school
mission and vision, highly eﬀec‐
ve curriculum and instruc on,
culture and climate and college/
career readiness. Our district is
able to provide a variety of quali‐
ty educa onal experiences to
our students because of the gen‐
erous support of our community,
parent involvement and the out‐
standing eﬀorts of our dedicated
staﬀ. In 2012, we asked the pub‐
lic to consider our proposal for
an opera ons levy. The commu‐
nity responded by approving the
levy. Now 5 years later, we are
once again asking you to consid‐
er our proposal to renew our
expiring levy on the Tuesday,
May 2nd ballot.
Sincerely,
Dr. Charles T. Keenan
Superintendent

Maple Heights City Schools’
Renewal Levy
on May 2nd Ballot
As the elec on nears, Maple Heights City Schools
would like to remind our community of the renewal levy
(ISSUE 10) which appears on the May ballot. Issue 10 is a ten‐year renewal of an
exis ng opera ng levy and is NOT A TAX INCREASE. Issue 10 will con nue to fund
opera ng expenses by genera ng $6.7 millions annually and keep our school dis‐
trict moving forward. Issue 10 provides a high‐quality educa on for our students
and community by ensuring:
 Increased classroom computers and technology
 Acceptable teacher/student ra os
 Staﬀ training to improve teacher and student learning
 Award‐winning extracurricular programs and sports are maintained
 Students are prepared for jobs, college and life

Maple Heights City Schools will con nue to ensure sound financial manage‐
ment prac ces while maintaining high quality educa onal experiences for all stu‐
dents through alignment of district resources to district ini a ves.

Marketing Students
Advance
Scheduled to Compete at
InternaƟonal DECA Event
Eric Moon and Jakobe Harris wrote a manual
on the School‐based Enterprise (SBE), or school bookstore, at Maple Heights High
School which ranked as gold level cer fica on. This level competes at the interna‐
onal compe ons in Anaheim, California, April 26‐29, 2017, with a presenta on
in front of judges covering their student run business. The SBE is a “learning labor‐
atory” for marke ng students to prac ce and implement concepts learned in class.
The student run business is operated 100% by marke ng students and incorpo‐
rates the spirit of entrepreneurship, selling, adver sing, promo ons, human re‐
sources, financial planning, inventory control, strategic planning and many, many
more concepts.
SPRING 2017 Edition

Daddy & Daughter Dance

Read Across America

On March 10, 2017, Abraham Lincoln School held its first annual
Daddy & Daughter Dance. It was a magical night in Maple Heights as
250 guests a ended this special event. The dads were dressed up in
their suits and the li le girls looked beau ful in their amazing dresses.
The couples enjoyed pizza and punch in the cafete‐
ria. The couples also visited the “princess castle”
where they took a father and daughter picture. The
evening ended with the girls par cipa ng in a beau‐
ful slow dance with their fathers. The staﬀ worked
very hard to make this a memorable night for both
the fathers and the daughters. It was a tear jerking
experience witnessing all oﬀ the love in the air on
this night.

Students at Abraham Lincoln School took part in
Read Across America on March 2nd. In honor and
celebra on of that day, the school held its annual
school-wide Dr. Seuss Week. Events and ac vi es
included a spirt week to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday
as well as engaging the students in special ac vi es
that incorporated reading, wri ng, and math ac vi‐
es with Dr. Seuss’ books! Some of the themes were, Silly Sock Day, Red and Blue Day and
Hat Day. The student ac vi es included sight word games, matching games, sor ng, meas‐
urement, graphing, opinion wri ng, etc. Guest readers from throughout the district came
to every classroom to read a book! A special thanks goes out to Ms. Ita for planning the
week and our librarian, Mrs. Tirpak, for our special “Dr. Seuss” chair and table.

Hosted by Abraham Lincoln School

All About
Rainbows
Preschool STEM Coordi‐
nator, Kathie Bartholomew
visited Lincoln Preschool
classes and led the STEM
inves ga on: All About
Rainbows. Ms. Kathie
shared that rainbows are
made of light, and when
light bends inside a drop of
water, it will make a rain‐
bow. The classes discussed
what colors they saw as
they observed the rainbow.
The classrooms then
created their very own
rainbows by using colorful
pipe cleaners and play
dough. The students were
predic ng and ques oning
whether their rainbows
were tall enough for a pot
of gold to fit under it. It
was wonderful watching
the students put their
plans into ac on and try to
figure our several diﬀerent
methods of building their
rainbows.

Here Come the Chicks!
Teacher Academy Students Earn
Top State Honors

Students Elected to State Offices, Advance to Nationals
This year our Teacher Academy Program has several students who will be compe ng at
the Educators Rising NaƟonal Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, June 23‐27. The Teacher
Academy is under the direc on of Mr. Rick Wakefield. Students advancing are as follows:
Tyler Gholston, Melvin Sales and Evan Wheeler who placed third in the Ethical Dilem‐

ma compe

on at the state conference. Seventeen schools competed.

Naseya Owens placed fi h in the state compe

on, qualifying her for Na onals. Naseya competed against 22 students from around the State of Ohio.

Addi onally, two Juniors in the Program, Keiara Hansberry and Dennis Sanders, were
elected to State Oﬃcer posi ons for Educators Rising Ohio. Each will serve with two other
students and will represent Ohio for the 2017‐18 school year. Keiara is the Vice‐President
of Compe ons and Community Service and Dennis is the Public Rela ons Secretary.

We’re Going to College!
Student Visited by College Students

Students in Mrs. Mays’ class had the oppor‐
tunity to learn about the journey to ge ng to
college from current college students. Young
African‐American men from Morehouse
College, BenedicƟne College and The Ohio
State University visited the class during their winter break. The visitors
shared with the students the experiences and challenges they face in college.
Addi onally, they shared ways to overcome obstacles. Following the discus‐
sions, they used iPads and allowed the students to explore more informa on
about their schools. The second and third grade students were encouraged to
con nue to work hard in school and persevere.



School Celebrates with Dr. Seuss Week

“Bring the Farm to You” Visits JFK School
Bring the Farm To You visited Mrs. Peake, Ms. Kimmel, and
Ms. ChianƟs’ classrooms and all the children became chicken
farmers! Ms. Christa, a farmer from the Columbus‐area visited the
students. Along with Ms. Christa came 7 eggs for each of the
classrooms, and an incubator to keep the eggs nice and warm.
And then….just 21 days a er the hens laid the eggs, the chicks be‐
gan to hatch! The students were able to observe this process closely and document by tak‐
ing pictures, crea ng videos, drawing diagrams, and discussing with their peers.
Once the chicks hatched, students were responsible for caring for the chicks and even
cleaning their cages! The children in these clas‐
ses had the opportunity to hold a baby chick.
Students created presenta ons on these experi‐
ences and shared with other classes. Many oth‐
er classes at JFK were able to visit during this
incredible experience. Bring the Farm To You
was an incredible experience !

Looking Ahead to Bright Futures

It’s A
“Frozen”
Party
It hasn’t been just chilly
outside at John F. Kennedy
School! This en re school
year, we have been prac c‐
ing our mo o to Be Ready,
Be Respecƞul, Be Responsible and Be Safe. Our stu‐
dents have con nued to
work hard to meet our
school‐wide expecta ons.
At the end of each quarter,
students who have not had
any discipline referrals or
deten ons are treated to a
well deserved incen ve.

For the second quarter,
students were treated to
cookies that they decorat‐
ed, hot cocoa and a view‐
ing of the movie Frozen!

Kindergarteners Focus on Careers

Kindergarteners have had a very busy year focusing on ca‐
reers. The goal is to increase awareness about college and ex‐
pose students to various careers as a young age. Earlier in the
year, students learned about how food is farmed and how it
comes to be in the grocery stores. Each class visited PaƩerson
Fruit Farm to see the process first hand. Next, the kindergarten‐
ers focused on dental health. Classes received dental hygiene kits
from Colgate and read books about den stry. The district’s mo‐
bile den st also visited the students at Lincoln as a service pro‐
vided to those who signed up for the program.



